
   1 

��������		
 �� ��������������������������������������
���������������� �
����������������������
���� ���!��������"�

 

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��		 

 �� �� �� �� 

 ��
�

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���� 		 		 �� 

 �� �� �� �� 		 �� �� �� 

 �� �� �� �� �� ���� �� �� ���� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���� 		 ���� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��		 �� �� �� �� �� ��		 �� �� �� �� �� 		 �� 

 �� ��
�

�
��������������	
����
���		��
��
���
���������
�
��������������	�

����������������By: Kirsten Nicole Harris  
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        2008 Winter Meeting -- The PA Forum for Primary 
Health Care today announced an organizational branding 
change that unites its members and message under its new 
and more recognizable “Pennsylvania Association of 
Community Health Centers” name. This decision 
underscores our commitment to better serve the interests of 
our members and more than 500,000 consumers; to 
strategically position health centers to gain greater 
legislative recognition and support; and to improve 
communications and media outcomes. It also speaks to our 
exciting future as premier “medical home” providers. A 
serious effort to change the name was launched in 
September 2006 during the Executive Committee Strategic 
Planning Retreat. In 2007, the Association surveyed 
organizational stakeholders, compiled research data and 
issued a vote on the name change. In January 2008, we 
officially became the PA Association of Community Health 
Centers.    
 

“Leading the Way to Change” 
     In early 2007, before Presidential candidates popularized 
the concept and slogan of change, the former PA Forum 
was embarking upon a name change. Names can tell us a lot 
about where companies are and where they are going. A 
company that goes so far as to actually change its name is 
moving in a new direction, sending a signal out to its 
stakeholders that its identity has changed and the world 
should take note. Often, more thought and effort has gone 
into the name change than into the original name.  Consider 
FIND/SVP, Inc. the nation's only single-source provider of 
customized business research and analysis which recently 
changed its name to Guideline, Inc. Chairman and CEO, 
David Walke, said, “Our new name more accurately 
represents our complete suite of products and services,” but 
in reality, the name is easier to remember, and ultimately 
much more closely associated with the company's business. 
This change represents a much more memorable name.  
Such is the case for the Association. 
 

     So…what’s in a name? A lot! A successful name change 
requires more than surveys, voting and legal documentation.  
It requires branding, marketing, the investment of time, 
resources, awareness and advocacy over the long term.  
Going through the process of a name change can be an 
illuminating experience -- one that not only empowers your 
company, but also radiates its purpose, mission and identity. 
Great American companies such as Ford, Disney, Dupont 
and Nordstrom built powerful and memorable identities 
simply using their name. Community health centers must 
have the same strategy. Our name is who we are.  Our name 
is what we do. And if the community health center 
movement defines our history, should it not also define our 
identity? We are the Pennsylvania Association of 
Community Health Centers.   

In the News…    
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The PA Association of Community Health Centers… 
Representing Pennsylvania’s network of community                           
health centers, serving more than 500,000 people at 

190 sites throughout the Commonwealth. 
 

Henry R. Fiumelli, Executive Director 
Kirsten Nicole Harris, Editor�
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By: Benjamin Y. Christ, Director of Public Policy 

 

     Healthcare reform is once again front and center in 
Harrisburg with everyone trying to impact how the 
Commonwealth will resolve the healthcare crisis.  On 
February 5th, Governor Rendell presented his budget to the 
General Assembly, including another push to provide 
healthcare coverage to all 
Pennsylvanians. He also 
included a number of 
provisions in his budget 
address significant to 
health centers.  Rendell’s 
budget calls for an 
additional $1.9 million to 
expand the primary care 
practitioner loan repayment 
program, establish a new 
nurse loan repayment 
program as well as increase 
the funds available in the 
community challenge grant program.  He also asked for $5 
million to start the transition to electronic medical records. 
Rendell also wants to start an ER diversion program within 
the hospitals.  (It is still unclear whether health centers 
would be able to participate in that diversion program.)   
�  “Pennsylvania’s Community Health Centers must impress 

upon our officials the impact we have on the physical, mental 
and financial well-being of the Commonwealth.”  
Ben Christ, PACHC, Director of Public Policy 

     Legislators are also hard at work developing solutions to 
Pennsylvania’s healthcare woes. In December, the 
Republican Health Care Task Force introduced a series of 
bills designed to provide greater access to insurance 
coverage and access to care in Pennsylvania.  One of these 
bills, HB 1824, calls for spending $22 million to increase 
access to primary health care through community health 
centers. Measures in this bill include: $12 million for 
expansion at existing health centers and development of 
new access points; $5 million for improved prenatal, 
obstetric and newborn care; and $5 million for ER 
diversion.  The House Democrats have also been talking 
about health care reform and plan to move their agenda 
through the House in the coming weeks.  At the Association 
level in response to our legislative planning meeting that 
was held in Harrisburg on January 14th, and our meetings 
with various legislators in the past month, we have 
developed a set of policy papers to guide our legislative 
agenda for the year.  To hit the highlights, we are asking the 
state to expand the primary care practitioner loan repayment 
program by increasing the number and size of awards to be 
more competitive with surrounding states. We are 
requesting $5 million for capacity and service expansion at 
existing centers through changes in the community 
challenge grant program.   

     We are also seeking money for new access points as well 
as electronic medical records. To help push our agenda, we 
have scheduled a “Hill Day” for Tuesday, May 13, 2008. 
This includes a rally on the Capitol steps at 12:30 p.m. The 
Association is calling for everyone to bring patients, staff 
and board members to Harrisburg that day to impress upon 
our officials the impact Pennsylvania’s health centers have 
on the physical, mental and financial well-being of the 
Commonwealth. Save the date! More details to come. 
 

����������
�����������
Final Budget Hints at Touch Choices Ahead 

“Health Centers to Ramp-up Advocacy Efforts” 
 

     President Bush sent his final budget to Congress on 
January 30th.  Included in the budget is a $26 million 
increase for the community health center program.  This 
money is to be used for 40 new access points in high 
poverty areas.  Unfortunately, there is little else for health 
centers to cheer about in this budget.  There is no proposed 
base grant adjustment.  The president’s budget also cuts 
money for the National Health Service Corps and Health 
Professions Training Programs.  This looks to be another 
contentious budget year where congressional leaders have 
already called the president’s budget “dead on arrival.”  
Given the budget climate, health centers will have to fight 
harder and ramp up our advocacy efforts this year if we are 
to get a funding increase. 
 

     There are other federal priorities for the health center 
program.  First among them is reauthorization of the health 
center program.  The Senate Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee has already approved legislation (S. 
901) to reauthorize the health center program.  Senate 
leaders hope to move the bill to the full Senate sometime in 
March.  On the House side, the bill still sits in the Energy 
and Commerce Committee.  A number of House 
Republicans do not like the funding levels in the bill. 
NACHC and others have been negotiating with the 
Republicans over the funding levels and hope to have 
the bill moved out of committee early this year. Because 
there are so many priorities at the national level this year, 
we encourage all of you to attend the NACHC Policy and 
Issues Forum in Washington, DC from March 12-16, 2008.  
“Hill Day” is Thursday, March 13th. Even if you cannot 
attend the entire conference, please come to Washington on 
the 13th.  Members are to make appointments with their 
officials and send that information to the Association as 
soon as the appointments are confirmed.   
 

     It’s important that we continue to meet with our elected 
officials and educate them on health center priorities and 
needs.  The Association will hold a conference call before 
the P&I to discuss the federal legislative priorities with 
those planning to make hill visits on the 13th.  Information 
on the date and time of the call is forthcoming. For 
questions, contact Ben Christ, Director of Public Policy at 
(717) 761-6443, extension 206.      
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“Philadelphia has the opportunity and resources 
to be a national leader in public health.  All that is missing is 

the political will.” Mayor Michael Nutter 
 

     On February 7, the PA Association of Community 
Health Centers joined Philadelphia Mayor, Michael Nutter, 
State Senator Anthony Hardy Williams, Philadelphia Health 
Commissioner, Dr. Donald Schwarz, Representative Ronald 
Waters, healthcare leaders and well wishers for the ribbon-
cutting and 
grand 
opening 
ceremony 
of the new 
Family 
Practice & 
Counseling 
Network 
(FPCN) 
Health 
Annex in 
Southwest Philadelphia. Donna Torrisi, a pioneer in 
community health and executive director of FPCN said, 
“Our model at FPCN is unique because it is managed and 
operated by family nurse practitioners who believe 
everyone deserves quality, compassionate and affordable 
health care.” The new Southwest Annex, which is the 
largest FPCN clinical site to date, covers 12,000 square feet 
– more than tripling the size of the former facility. 
Additionally, the center will serve 4,000 more 
Philadelphians. According to the Center’s operating 
manager, Lorraine Thomas, the center is a reality because of 
a $250,000 state grant through Pennsylvania’s 
Redevelopment Assistance Capital program.                          
Below: Donna Torrisi & Lorraine Thomas  

 

Thomas said, “We 
could not have 
developed a center 
with so many new 
and needed services 
without the support 
of Senator Anthony 
Hardy Williams.” 
“In a community 
where the demand 
for affordable health 
care continues to 

increase, the Health Annex is a critical community asset,” 
said Senator Williams. From an advocacy perspective, the 
center addresses Mayor Nutter’s campaign promise to 
“convene providers and advocate for a new system of 
coordination and cooperation that will improve the health 
care of vulnerable Philadelphians while actually reducing 
the cost now leaking out of the chaotic system we have.”  
Since 1992, FPCN has served over 25,000 Philadelphians.  

     This newest facility, along with the recent opening of 
another large health center in East Falls, Abbottsford-Falls 
Family Practice & Counseling, located at 4700 Wissahickon 
Avenue, increases FPCN’s capacity by almost 50 percent. 
For information visit: www.fpcn.us. �
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     Congratulations to Jack Laeng, CEO of Primary Health 
Network, Jennifer Englerth, CEO of Family First Health 
and Lori Blackwell, CEO of Primary Care Mt. Morris! 
These three health centers received grant funds as part of 
Governor Rendell’s Prescription for Pennsylvania to expand 
access to primary health care in underserved rural areas.  
 

Primary Health Network  received $750,000 to establish 
a mobile clinic, which will employ a Certified Registered 
Nurse Practitioner, Internal Medicine physician, a nurse, 
outreach worker and a van driver. The service area includes 
Forest County and parts of Venango County – where 36% 
of the residents in these counties live below two times the 
poverty level. In addition to primary care services, the 
mobile clinic will provide prepackaged, prelabeled 
pharmaceuticals available to patients through PHN’s 340-B 
Program. The van will also be equipped with a satellite 
connection to provide telehealth services.  

 

Family First Health Corporation, $450,000, will increase 
the provision of primary care services by establishing a 
satellite primary care clinic within Adams County.   
 

Primary Care Mt. Morris Health Center, $678,250, will 
increase the provision of primary care services by 
implementing a full-time mobile primary care clinic to 
provide services for residents of Greene County. 
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By: Cheryl Bumgardner, RN 

      

     The Pennsylvania Association of Community Health 
Centers is excited about a new virtual office that is now 
available for membership through the health disparities 
collaborative website. This site will allow PA Community 
Health Centers to share best practices and communicate 
with each other via the listserv that is also a component of 
the site.  This site will contain a calendar of upcoming 
events and announcements.  It will also contain files and 
folders with all and any information requested/submitted by 
the community health centers.  The site is not just for 
clinicians; it can be a way for everyone to ask questions 
across the state in all disciplines. To access this site go to 
www.healthdisparities.net and click on the new user login.  
It will take you through the steps needed to become a 
member.  If a community health center is already a member 
of one of the collaborative groups, you will need to update 
your account by adding PACHC to your group membership.  
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Greater Philadelphia Health Action, Inc. 
 

-'�##���'"(��#����"���(����
Keystone Health Center 
 

	"'�������*��(������$�����
Glendale Area Medical Association 
 

�'.������/�-'%��	�"�����%�
Cornerstone Care, Inc. 
 

�/��#�('#%�	#'��������(����
Clinical Services Committee  
Community Health Net 
 

�����"�������"(���(����
Legislative Committee 
Delaware Valley Community Health, Inc. 
 

-���$�0�  %���(����
Membership Committee 
Southeast Lancaster Health Services 
 

�%##����* �%1�'#,���(����
Program Committee                                                                       
East Liberty Family Health Care Center 
 

�*���*���"(�� ���+1�!!�"�'����.���
Rural Health Corp of Northeastern PA                                            
�'$�����	���(���+1�!!�"�'����.����
Covenant House Services, Inc.                                                  
-�"2����#,���+1�!!�"�'����.����
Primary Health Network 
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Henry Fiumelli, Executive Director 
Henry@pachc.com 

 
Cindi Christ, Associate Director 

Cindi@pachc.com 
 

Stuart Pullen, Director of Health Center Operations 
Stuart@pachc.com 

 
Benjamin Y. Christ, Director of Public Policy 

Ben@pachc.com 
 

Dale Laudermilch, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 
Dale@pachc.com 

 
Kirsten Nicole Harris, Events & Services Coordinator 

Kirsten@pachc.com 
 

Cheryl Bumgardner, Clinical Coordinator 
Cheryl@pachc.com 

 
Yvonne Urquidi, Administrative Assistant 

Yvonne@pachc.com 
 

Patti Griggs, Executive Secretary 
Patti@pachc.com 
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NEW Schedule. NEW Hotel. Visit: www.nachc.com 
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