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During the 38th Annual Convention and Community
Health Institute (CHI) in Dallas, TX, HRSA Administrator
Elizabeth M. Duke announced $61 million in new health
center grants to help half a million Americans obtain access

to the comprehensive primary and preventive health care

services that health centers provide. This fundin
announcement moves HRSA closer to fulfilling the goals @
President Bush's Health Center Initiative.
Grant announcements include:

Seventy-four grants, worth $36.5 million, will

—_n O

create new health centers under President Bush's

As grant hopefuls awaited the news of awards, the P,
Forum quickly learned that Pennsylvania received the
following grants:

High Poverty County New Access Point Grant Award:
Primary Health Network received $250,000 to open a
New Access Point satellite in Blair County, a designatec
high poverty area. The new site, Altoona Community
Health Center, will house six exam rooms, two full-time
primary care physicians, one full-time mid-level, outreach
workers and support staff.

Continued on page 3.

High Poverty County Initiative. This initiative,

seeks to bring the benefits of health centers to low
income counties that currently have no access o
health center care.

Twenty-five grants, worth almost $2 million, will
be used to create plans to develop health centers
high poverty counties.

Grants totaling $20 million will establish 41 new
health center sites in 25 states. These New Access
Point grants will help an estimated 220,000
Americans gain access to health center services.

Grants worth over $1 million will expand medical
capacity at four existing health centers in Arizona
Indiana, and South Carolina.
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Governor Edward G. Rendell signed the first pieces
of the Prescription for PA health care reform plan into law
on July 20, 2007 at the University of Pennsylvania School
of Nursing. The scope of practice bills remove barriers arnd
allow health care professionals to practice to the greatest
extent allowed by their education and training. The new
legislation extends and expands the scope of practice
certified registered nurse practitioners, clinical nurse
specialists, midwives, physician assistants and dental
hygienists.

“There have been times when the dentist wasn't in
the house and the hygienist couldn't work. We see
this as a major step forward. It will be a great
advantage to us.” Jeannine Peterson, CEO of
Hamilton Health Center

HB 1251 and HB 1252 — Physician’s Assistants

This legislation expanded the number of physician’
assistants with whom a physician might establish g
collaborative agreement from two to four.
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HB 1253 - Certified Registered Nurse Practitioners
(CRNP) — A CRNP may function within the scope of
practice of the particular clinical specialty area in whiuh t
nurse is certified and perform acts of medical diagnosis |n
collaboration with a physician.

A certified registered nurse practitioner may now
perform the following duties:

Order home hospice care.

Order durable medical equipment.

Issue oral orders to the extent permitted by th
health care facilities’ by-laws, rules, regulations of
administrative policies and guidelines.

Make physical therapy and dietician referrals.
Order respiratory or occupational therapy.
Make respiratory and occupational
referrals.

D

therapy

Perform Disability assessments for the program
providing temporary assistance to needy families.
Issue home bound schooling certifications.

Perform and sign the initial assessment of
methadone treatment evaluations, provided that an
order for methadone treatment shall be made onl
by a physician.

HB 1254 — Clinical Nurse Specialists

The legislation defines the role of a clinical nurse specialist
including educational standards and training requirements
for various fields.

HB 1255 — Nurse Midwives

Pennsylvania was the only state in the Nation which did no
allow nurse midwives any prescriptive power. This
legislation allows nurse midwives with proper
pharmacological training to write prescriptions within a
collaborative agreement with a physician.

SB 455 — Dental Hygienists

The legislation allows dental hygienists to perform specific
functions_withoutthe direct supervision of a dentist giving

them greater ability to provide basic dental hygiene service
in a variety of settings. These “public health dental hygien
practitioners” will be permitted to provide services in

schools, correctional facilities, FQHCs, nursing homes an(
other public health settings. They will be able to contrac
on their own to provide services and can be paid directly b
Medicaid. “We see this as a major step forward. It will be
a great advantage to us,” said Jeannine Peterson, CEO
Hamilton Health Center. “There have been times when th:
dentist wasn’'t in the house and the hygienist couldn’
work.”

The PA Department of Health issued a request fol
applications from nonprofit community-based
organizations, FQHCs, Nurse Managed Centers, an
community health improvement partnerships in eligible
rural counties to increase access to primary care service
encourage community-based development of coordinate
systems of primary medical care in federally designatec
underserved areas; and support local health improvemel
priorities. “The Department is interested in funding the
development and implementation of new satellites of
Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) or Nurse
Managed Centers and/or mobile wellness clinics in rura
underserved counties.” Applications were due August 15
2007. This funding is part of the Governor's RX for PA
strategy.
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Editorial by Kirsten Nicole Harris

Theraison d'étre (the claimed reason for the existence
of something or someone; or the purpose of something
someone; underlying principle, foundation, motivatiof)
advocacy =
is to use |
all
available
media,
forums
and
methods
to bring
issues of
public
concern
to the
forefront.
Public
advocacy
can never be separated from critical issues of social justi¢e
human rights and equality. At the PA Forum, one of ou
goals is promoting public policy that builds a strongef
primary care infrastructure for Pennsylvania, and to create
opportunities and a political environment that will shap¢
tomorrow’s health care delivery system for the medicall
underserved. Since meeting Bonnie Lefkowitz at the annual
conference, and having read her bd@gommunity Health
Centers,” A Movement and the People Who Made It
Happen,” | firmly believe that when it comes to effective,
results oriented advocacy...people like you, me and yo
patients are our absolute best resource! Use your voige.
Get involved. Host advocacy training for your Board of
Directors and staff. Tell your story! When health center
talk...elected officials and key decision makers listen. Tp
effectively influence public policies around health care]
access and increased funding... “We the People” must RISE
TO ACTION!

=
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Through a partnership between the PA Forum and
NACHC, Pennsylvania health centers have access to FREE,
onsite advocacy training. The Advocacy Training Program
is designed to motivate, educate and mobilize boaid
members, staff and patients who desire to promote politicgl
awareness of health centers, critical issues and funding
needs. For information on the Advocacy Training Program

or to schedule a session at your health center, contact Ben

Christ, NACHC Field Organizer, Pennsylvania and Ohio.
Phone: (717) 433-1606 or emdlyc102@aol.com
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NEW Schedule. NEW Hotel. NEW Abstract Deadling
Go to www.nachc.comfor details and submission topics.
Abstract Deadline for Educational Session Nov. 1,007

HRSA Awards $31.4 Million to Expand Use of HIT até#lth
Centers — continued from page 1.

Duke also announced $31.4 million in grants to helf
health centers prepare to adopt and implement Electron
Health Records (EHR) and other health information
technology (HIT) innovations. “These funds are vital for
reaching the President's goal of adoption of electronic
health records for most Americans by 2014,” said Duke.

“Health information technology has the potential to
revolutionize health care, especially for residents of
underserved communities, and its expansion

is a priority for HRSA.”

$27 million will go towards supporting the
implementation of EHRs at health centers and in network
that link multiple health center grantees; $1 million to help
health centers with planning activities that will prepare themn
to adopt EHR or other HIT innovations; and $3 million to
help health center networks implement HIT other than
electronic health records. Other HIT advances may includ
electronic prescribing, physician order entry, persona
health records, community health records, healtf
information exchanges, smart cards, or creating
interoperability with outside partners. Pennsylvania grantee
included:
Health Information Technology Planning Grant Award:
Barnes Kasson, Susquehanna County was aw&iea00.

Health Information Technology Innovation Initiative:
The Health Federation of Philadelphia was awarded
$100,000.

Duke's speech also included news out of the Whit
House Office of Management and Budget: a 2007
assessment shows the performance rating of health cente
is now at 90 percent, up five points from five years ago. Ir
FY 2007, $2 billion was appropriated to support the Healtt
Center Program. Visithttp://www.bphc.hrsa.gov.
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In recognition of the services and contributions of
Pennsylvania’s community health centers, the PA Forum set
out to celebrate National Health Center Week with members
from Philadelphia to New Castle to Erie. Patti Deitch ang
the team at Delaware Valley Community Health hosted [a  john Schultz,
three-day marathon street fair at their Norristown, Fairmont CEO of
and Maria de los Santos sites. Ron Heigler and his staff|at Community
Greater Philadelphia Health Action conducted grass-roots Community
advocacy events throughout Center City, Frankford, South Health
and North Philadelphia. Jack Laeng and the employees|at Netand
Primary Health Network hosted a ribbon cutting of theif ~Congressman

new site in Jamestown with Congressman Phil English and English.
a site visit with Congressman Jason Altmire at their Ney
Castle site. John Schultz and the crew of Community Health
Net held a festive open house with local dignitaries and
special guests, including Congressman English. Governpr
Rendell issued a state proclamation recognizing the Del
important role and invaluable contributions of health Vzllaéware
centers. Festivities included activities for patients, statf Comr):mnity
the community at large! Health
staff at
Fairmont
Site.
PHN:
Kirsten Harris, PA Forum; from GPHA: Nicole GloverCharles Ribbon
Asare, Ron Heigler, CEO of GPHA, Dr. Janet Younga@®lyn Cutting
Stewart, Jennifer Gibbs, Michelle Candies, Michaines. with
Congress-
PHN: Susan man
Piccirill Phil
2007 Engllsh
Recipient of
the NACHC
Advocacy
Award,
Congressman
Jason
Altmire, Jack
Laeng, CEO
of PHN.
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More and more health centers and
hospitals are feeling the “crunch”
when it comes to providing ob/gyn
services to the uninsured and
women covered by Medicaid. In
some instances, women who have
no access to care due to lack off
health insurance, provider refusal
to accept Medicaid or unacceptable
wait times for appointments, are foregoing prenatal carg,
thereby increasing the risk of pregnancy complications.
However, good news is on the horizon. Sadler Health
Center, in collaboration with Carlisle Regional Medica

Kudos to SouthEast Lancaster Health Services
recipients of a $225,000 grant from the Highmark
Foundation. The grant will fund an expansion of the
Emergency Walk-In Dental Clinic where approximately
2,000 patients are seen each year.

“The percentage of uninsured patients in the

emergency clinic is significantly higher than

the overall uninsured percentage in our total
dental department.”

There is a tremendous demand for emergency dent
services. According to Jim Kelly, Executive Director of
SELHS, “Patients begin lining up outside our facility as
early as 5:00 a.m. just to ensure that they will receive car
that day.” Kelly believes that this is the only such
emergency walk-in clinic within a 50-mile radius of
Lancaster. “The percentage of uninsured patients in th
emergency clinic is significantly higher than the overall
uninsured percentage in our total dental department,” sai

Center and several other organizations have made progress Kelly. Through the grant, additional dental staff will be

toward a solution. Carlisle Regional will contribute to thg
plan by stationing an obstetrician/gynecologist and a nurge
midwife at Sadler.

“I think overall,
there is a shortage

of ob/gyn

practitioners,

not just in

Pennsylvania,

but in the nation.”

“Sadler can't afford

to hire an ob/gyn on

its own. We've

worked this so
everyone is on board.

It's what's best for the community.”
Elaine Herstek, Executive Director,
Sadler Health Center Corporation

Additional plans call for Sadler to add three new
examination rooms for pregnant women. Funding issues
must be finalized, and Sadland Carlisle Regional must
agree on a contract covering issues such as payment
prenatal care and delivery services. Services could
available as early as next year

for
he

hired to provide palliative treatment, surgical services, toott
extractions, prescriptions, X-rays and more.

26" Annual Conference — A Special Thanks

The Pennsylvania Forum for Primary Health Care wishes

to extend sincere thanks to its members and friends for
your presence and participation in its 26Annual
Conference,’Leading the Way to Change.”

Your leadership and commitment to the health
center movement and our mission is invaluable
and much appreciated.

We'll see you in 2008 at Seven Springs Mountain Resort!
Sincerely yours,

Henry, Cindi, Stuart, Dale, Patti, Yvonne,
Cheryl and Kirsten

Forum's Forum is the official newsletter of
The Pennsylvania Forum for Primary Health Care,
published quarterly for distribution to Association
members and associates statewide, state legislators
and friends of the PA Forum. Funding is made
available in part through a grant received from the
United States Public Health Service; HRSA.

Articles for publication should be emailed to:
kirsten@paforum.com
For inquires call: (717) 761-6443, ext. 205.
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Congratulations! Floyd Cephas, Executive Director gf
North Side Christian Health Center (NSCHC) recently
announced the acquisition of a new building located at 816
Middle Street in Pittsburgh, PA. During his announcement
Cephas thanked those who played an integral part in helpipg
NSCHC arrive at this pivotal point in their history.

“We don't just give checkups and medical treatment. At
North Side Christian Health Center, we care for the whole
person - whether that means helping patients deal with
nutritional or lifestyle issues, linking them with needed social
services or praying with them about their personal
challenges.” Floyd Cephas, Executive Director

Cephas said, “This quiet little whole-person health cafe
center, working steadily at our mission on the North Side,
could not have achieved this goal without the help df
community boosters and contributors who supported the
vision and helped to carry the weight of this effort. So
much more can now be done for so many more.” Without|a
doubt, this is a vision whose time has come! And Cephasl|is
using years of wisdom, expertise and' 2&ntury building
technology to ensure this project’s success by implementing
the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Desigh
(LEED) Green Building Rating System throughout the
renovation process. LEED is the nationally accepted
benchmark for the design, construction, and operation
high performance green buildings.

174

LEED promotes a whole-building approach to sustainability
by recognizing performance in five key areas of human and
environmental health: sustainable site development, water
savings, energy efficiency, materials selection, and
indoor environmental quality.

Upon completion, NSCHC will be awarded LEED
Certification as proof that their new building is
environmentally responsible, profitable, and a healthy plage
to work. Additional highlights include a child wellness
center, a suite for adolescent behavioral health and long-
awaited dental services. NSCHC will open its new doors in
Spring 2008.

& (') *+ %Ir" #-
& 1 &S+
["0 *+ 1"+ &" *

v

“On June 8, 2007, more than 1,100 people gathered
the Pittsburgh Renaissance Hotel and the Byham Theater
downtown Pittsburgh to celebrate the 25th Anniversary o
East Liberty Family Health Care Center. Highlights of the
evening included a nearly sold-out performance headline
by 8-time Grammy award winners, “Take 6” — a Christian
sextet whose jazz harmonies, original songs and vocs
pyrotechnics represent some of the best a cappella ev
recorded. The evening also featured a presentation of tt
Micah 6:8 Award to Founder and Medical Director David
G. Hall, M.D. and a display of photos and historic
memorabilia filling the elegant Renaissance Hotel lobby.
As a result of this evening, hundreds came to a nev
appreciation for this faith-based health center, and mor
than $130,000 was brought in to further East Liberty’s
mission of whole-person health care.

Health centers will now have access to free, high quality
digital television programming. CHC-TV is a
communications network that includes a Digital Signage
System (DSS) and CallFree Telephone Center. DS!
delivers informative and entertaining content and allows
network operators to distribute static and full-motion remote
programming. CHC-TV includes installation of a large
(37") flat panel LCD display and is connected via the
Internet.  Benefits include patient education, product
training to staff, revenue sharing opportunities and more
The program is a “value-added” service to NACHC
Members.

The PA Forum has named Cheryl Bumgardner, RN as it
Clinical Services Coordinator. Cheryl comes to the Forun
with 20 years of diverse nursing expertise, including clinical
education, women’s health, geriatrics - specializing in
Alzheimer’'s Disease, dementias and psychology. He
career highlights include Director of Nursing at Arden
Courts where she was part of an innovative team o
professionals who helped develop the clinical component ¢
a freestanding Alzheimer’s assisted living facility, thstfi
of its kind in Central Pennsylvania; Director of Community
Nursing and Senior Utilization Review Analyst with First
Health/PACE Drug Programs. Cheryl will be providing
technical assistance related to the Health Disparitie:
Collaborative and other quality improvement initiatives.
Join us as we welcome Cheryl to the PA Forum.




Clinical Contributors:
Cindi Christ, RN & Cheryl Bumgardner, RN
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In a recent article from the Associated Press, the United
States ranks lower than 41 other nations in terms of life
span. You ask, “How can that be"? We are one of the
richest countries in the world, and we are actually the
country that spends the most on health care. Why are
not on top?

A baby born in the US has a life expectancy of abouyit
77.9 years. That life expectancy ranks 42nd, down from
11th two decades earlier, according to international numbers
provided by the Census Bureau and domestic numbers frg
the National Center for Health Statistics. Forty countries,
including Cuba, Taiwan and most of Europe have lowgr
infant mortality rates than the U.S. The US has a higher
percentage of infant mortality in the first year of life
compared to other industrialized nations. The average life
expectancy for Black Americans is 73 years with the Black
American male average lifespan being only 69 years.

Research has found several factors that may contribute]

to this phenomenon: high uninsured rates (47 million

as per US Census report); rising obesity rates; and
racial disparities.

Christopher Murray, head of tHastitute for Health
Metrics and Evaluatiorat the University of Washington,
said, "Something's wrong here when one of the richept
countries in the world, the one that spends the most ¢n
health care, is not able to keep up with other countries."
According to Murray, improving access to health insurance
could increase life expectancy, but he predicted that the

e
S

U.S. ranking would not improve as long as the health caf
debate is limited to insurance. Murray said policymaker
must direct their efforts to reducing cancer, heart disease
and lung disease. Murray supports additional efforts to
reduce tobacco use, control blood pressure, redugce
cholesterol and regulate blood sugar.
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The results are in from the Department of Health's 200
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System Survey. The
findings indicate that a person's level of education, incom
and the cost of medical treatment play a role in how peopl
gain access to health car@he telephone survey queried
more than 16,000 Pennsylvanians, ages 18 and older abc
their health care, physical activity and nutrition, asthma,
smoking, health screenings and other factors.

“The survey can tell us a lot about trends in the health
of our citizens,” said Health Secretary Dr. Calvin B.
Johnson. “For instance, we can evaluate who is not
receiving recommended health screenings or needed
care due to their lack of insurance or their inability

to afford it. This type of information supports the need

for health care reform, including Governor Rendell's

‘Cover All Pennsylvanians' initiative to make
affordable basic health insurance available to
everyone in the state.”

Significant findings of the 2006 survey include:

30 percent of adults (ages 18-64) making less than
$15,000 annually and 25 percent of adults (ages 18
64) with less than a high school education had no
health insurance, compared to only 3 percent of
adults making more than $75,000 annually and only
6 percent of adults (ages 18-64) with a college
degree;

More than 20 percent of black and Hispanic adults
in Pennsylvania lacked health insurance, compared
to only 11 percent of white adults;

22 percent of Hispanic and 19 percent of black
adults in Pennsylvania were unable to see a doctor
in the past 12 months when they needed to becaust
of cost, compared to only 9 percent of white adults;
15 percent of men reported not having a personal
health care provider, compared to only 7 percent of
women; and

70 percent of men and 54 percent of women were
overweight, but only 55 percent of overweight men
were trying to lose weight, compared to 75 percent
of overweight women.

The annual survey has been conducted in PA since 198
It is funded in every state by the CDC. The survey provide:
information about the health and personal health choices ¢
Pennsylvania adults and contributes to important policy
fiscal and programmatic decisions. The department uses tt
data to target resources and programs to the populatiot
most in need of assistance and to track progress ar
program effectiveness. The full 2006 PA Behavioral Risk
Factor Surveillance System survey report is available a
http://www.health.state.pa.us/stats




P&l Hill Visits:

Dr. Janet Young, Phyllis Cater,

Patti

Deitch,

Henry

Fiumelli
Annual
Conference,
Valley Forge:
John Schultz,
Assistant
Surgeon
General, Dr.
Donald
Weaver and
Dr. R.
Anthony
Snow.

P&l Hill

Visits:

Phyllis

Cater

with

Congress-

man,

Joe Sestak.
Cornerstone
groundbreaking:
Board Chair,
Victor Bell,
Senator J.
Barry Stoudt,
Rep. Bill
DeWeese,
Secretary of
Health, Dr.
Calvin B.
Johnson and
Bob Mt. Joy.




Annual
Conference:
2007 Carolyn
Baxter Lifetime
Achievement
Award
Recipient,
Robert
Macbeth.

90 years old
and still
serving!

Washington,
DC, Reception
and awards
salute to
health center
“Champions”
in Congress:
Susan
Piccirilli,

John Schultz,
Marilynn Reid.

Jeannine
Peterson, CEC
of Hamilton
Health Center
and
Congressman
Tim Holden.

Hanging out
between
sessions

at the annual
conference.
Henry,
Carleton Lee
and Frank
Killian.

Capital Hill:
Distinguish
Community
Health
Award: Henry
Fiumelli, Dave
Brewton,
Congressman
Mike Doyle,
Will Payne.

We are family!
Dr. John
Barczyski &
Family, Father
Regis Ryan
and Sto-Rox
family at
Annual
Conference.

A night of
honor —
“Saluting a
Champion”
Bill Price,
Board
Member,
Congressman
Tim Murphy
and Bob
Mt. Joy.

Enjoying the
sun! Mary
Franciscus,
Chelsey
Sirmons and
Deborah
Robinson of
Primary Care
Health
Services.

Partying Wild.
Wild West
Style in Dallas,
NACHC CHI.
John Schultz,
Renee Filson,
Assistant
Surgeon
General, Dr.
Donald
Weaver, and
Cindi Christ.

PA Forum
staff; Kirsten
Nicole, Patti
Griggs,
Yvonne
Urquidi and
Cindi Christ.




1035 Mumma Road, Suite 1
Wormleysburg, PA 17043
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Pennsylvania Senator Arlen Specter Wins NACHC “2007
Defender Award” — PA Forum members: Wilford Payne, Henry
Fiumelli, Executive Director, John Schultz, John Mers, Specter
Legislative Assistant, Patti Deitch, Legislative Chir, Ron Heigler,
Board Chairman and Dave Brewton.

Dr. Lonnie Fuller, Medical Director-McKesson Health Solutions,
Kirsten Nicole, PA Forum and Adrienne B. Hurtt, President &
CEO, NEVAEH Healthcare Revenue Management.
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